Reach out your hand

- Fr. Ambrose Pereira sdb

35 students and their
teachersfrom the deaf and
dumb centre at San Isdore,
Aruligo attended computer
classes for the second
weekend at Don Bosco
Technical Institute,
Henderson. The
programme initiated by
Don Bosco Volunteer
Computer Instructor Leo
Duffy, involved the entire school. It was conducted over two weekends— 6" & 7" and 13" & 14™
Mar ch, 20009.

“Wewould liketo teach computer programmesto the deaf and dumb. Thiswill givethem the
possibility of communicating with othersand also give them possibilities for employment”, said
Leo. The programme entitled, ‘Reach out your hand’ wasthusorganized. “In many waysthe
participants have lear nt much quicker than theregular students’, he said.

Br Georgevan der Zant sm, was delighted with the programme. “It has been a dream come
true’, hesaid as hethanked all for the enjoyable lear ning programme conducted. He now looks
forward to setting up computer possibilitiesfor hisstudents. “ ThisLenten season, theentire
school has had the occasion to sharetheir giftsand talentswith otherswho arelessfortunate”,
said Fr. Ambrose Pereira sdb, Rector of Don Bosco. “Student leaders and teachersassisted the
participants on a oneto one basiswhile others gavetheir contributionsin kind. A collection
from the school amounted to SBD 616.00, while donations of clothes and food wer e also given”,
hesaid. Sr Anna Maria Gervasoni fma, computer instructor conducted the programme, while
NZ sign language volunteer Angela Murry, ensured that instructions were communicated to the
participants. Aspart of the programme was the prayerful celebration of the Eucharist.

I nspirational movies wer e also screened for all.

Archbishop Adrian Smith sm, Archbishop
visited Don Bosco on 14th March, 2009

and was happy to greet the participants. On
the previous weekend RAM S| Special
Coordinator, Graeme Wilson together with
Marie Louise visited the workshop and was
amazed at what the participants have been
able to achieve. Don Bosco looks forward to
many mor e possible programmes to reach out

to sharetheir talentsand giftswith others.



